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Judges comment

Foreno Tapware (NZ) is a quiet achieving Northland business achieving success at the
national level.

Designing and distributing beautiful tapware throughout New Zealand, the team have
developed efficient systems and skills to create innovative products that we all want.

The judges were impressed with their clear understanding of the customer needs,
design process and their supply chain. A diverse leadership group also adds valuable
guidance to meet the businesses strategic goals.

Foreno Tapware (NZ) is a great success story for a Northland business and business
excellence.

All these qualities help Foreno Tapware (NZ) stand out as the Northpower and Top
Energy Northland Business Excellence Supreme Award winner for 2021!

Judges comment

North Drill Ltd’s Kaupapa Maori and whanau approach allows employees at all levels to actively
engage and contribute to Health & Safety practices in their business. Health, Wealth and Better-Self
is one guiding statement used to develop their people. This holistic approach provides everyone
the opportunity to be the best version of themselves.

Judges comment

Waitangi Treaty Grounds has been affected in a major way by the worldwide events of the last two
years, but has kept innovating and pivoted its marketing to a primarily local audience to ensure
continuity for the business and staff. A comprehensive business excellence framework is enhanced
by a focus on sustainability.

Judges comment

Sunshine Homes were an outstanding entry because of their ongoing commitment to employ staff
who have struggled with both mental health and drug or alcohol addictions. Whilst one of their
employees attended an intensive detox program, Sunshine Homes held their position open for
them, showing their dedication to support staff on their recovery journey. The business encourages
these team members to succeed by offering apprenticeships and ensuring appropriate support is
in place.

Judges comment

Flax and Fibre is using harakeke (flax) for weaving and building on Maori traditional techniques to
develop contemporary artworks. Heather is making innovative products to create economic benefit
with sustainable, environmentally sound practice. The judges are confident there is an exciting,
thriving, long term future for Flax and Fibre.

Judges comment

Extrutec Ltd stands out for its innovative approach to finding a sustainable and positive
environmental solution to a significant waste issue in their industry. Extrutec Ltd has not only
developed a biodegradable product but are further demonstrating environmental responsibility,
helping their customers implement systems to compost and reuse the product after use, closing
the product life cycle. They are an example of a business thinking smarter and responsibly.

Judges comment

The judges were very impressed with Developers Institute Ltd for breaking new ground and in

a short time establishing broad and highly functional business relationships and connections
throughout the region and beyond. Clearly the foundations have been competently laid for a very
successful enterprise in the coming years.

Judges comment

Kirsty Joy Photography stood out in the micro category with good leadership, strong business
planning, robust processes and a good understanding of financial statements. In addition, Kirsty Joy
has recently expanded her business and leased commercial premises, setting her business up for
growth and a future strategy. Congratulations Kirsty Joy Photography.

Judges comment

The judges were very impressed with Matakohe Architecture and Urbanism Ltd, a refreshingly
unique business in terms of its core offering and design methodologies, with a very smart
organisation structure and staffed by a high-functioning team of savvy and engaging personnel.
There is a well-developed and documented business plan in place, along with a set of very bold
and credible goals for growth. The future for this entity and its potential influence on our region is
exciting.
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Judges comment

Foreno is a small Northland business supplying tapware to the major distributors and trade outlets
throughout New Zealand, for Tradies and DIY enthusiasts alike. The judges were impressed with their
clear understanding of the customer needs, design process and their supply chain. Foreno Tapware is
great success story for a Northland business.

Judges comment

tlc4u2 Ltd's comprehensive, thorough entry demonstrated competence on all parts of the Business
Excellence spectrum. From a Northland base they have a bold vision to become a national provider
of care services to individuals with a range of medical conditions, concentrating on in-home care.
Respect for the individual client stood out as well as the all-round attention to every part of the
business.

Judges comment

Marsden Metals Group Ltd operates in an industry that is not renowned for its digital sophistication.
Their response to resuming business after the first lockdown was to look at all aspects of their
operation and they wrought a true digital transformation ranging from marketing through to vehicle
tracking and inventory calculations to customer bookings.

Judges comment

Flax and Fibre demonstrated great entrepreneurial skills with this innovative and sustainable business
idea. Passion and pride were abundant in terms of the business product itself, the customers, and the
ability to have a long-term impact on people’s lives through education.

Judges comment

The judges were impressed with Developers Institute Ltd’s growth. Strong financials with predictable
cashflow puts the business in a fortunate position and well poised to continue the incredible success
it has started off with. Offering teaching by industry professionals, along with supplying IT equipment
means their kaupapa and investment into the students is powerful.

Judges comment

Foam-Anchor is a fantastic innovation. Its simple design and effortless execution, while easy to
install, means the Foam-Anchor is a premium invention. Petra (and UIf), you are one of the standout
Taitokerau inventors the judges have had the pleasure of meeting! You have a brilliant opportunity
with first to market advantage, take this opportunity now to set yourself up for success and we can
see your invention taking the world by storm.

Customer comment

Kylie (owner) is so dedicated to her customers and her business. She always goes out of her
way to make sure that she has the best products available for kids and is such an easy person to
communicate with. Puts 110% into her business every day.

About

The Northern Advocate and NorthChamber recognise that the efforts of individual business people
are actually the fuel that keeps the economy running. Business people through their individual efforts
risk capital, provide jobs, and oil the wheels of the economy.

The Northern Advocate Business Hall of Fame is therefore designed to recognise those who have,
during their business career, demonstrated service both to their industry and to the greater Northland
community.

About

The recipient of the Business Coaching New Zealand Mentor Voucher has been chosen from the pool
of entrants in the 2021 Northland Business Excellence Awards business categories; emerging, micro,
small, medium and large.

The decision was a joint effort between a panel of Awards judges, NorthChamber and Business
Coaching New Zealand. The panel looked for a business that would benefit from having systems and
processes, human resource planning, a marketing strategy and a full financial structure in place. Terry
Sage from Business Coaching New Zealand will work with the business owner with the aim of turning
a 2021 entrant into an award winning business in 2022.
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NorthChamber wishes to thank Top Energy & Northpower, major sponsors of the Northland Business Excellence Awards,
along with all of the media, category, partner and event sponsors involved in the 2021 awards. For more information, visit:

www.northlandbusinessawards.co.nz




